
Club Meeting

Susitna
Meets at Everett's Restaurant
at the Mat-Su Resort
1850 East Bogard Road
Wasilla, AK 99654
Time: Wednesday at 06:00
PM

Speakers

July 23, 2025
Rachel Pugh and Mary
Yanagawa
Midwifery Care and Out of
Hospital Birth in Alaska
July 30, 2025
Club Assembly
Update and signup for
2025-26 projects
July 31, 2025
$25 per person
RSVP by July 24th:
https://evite.me/x2pSt7XaF8
August 06, 2025
Kevin Kehoz, President
Alaska Wild Sheep
Foundation
August 13, 2025
Jeff Curtis, CEO
2025 Alaska State Fair

Events

No Events found
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July 23 Weekly Meeting:
Midwifery Care

Frequency of Change

Looking Back to Hot Dog

July 23 Weekly Meeting: Midwifery Care
Mary Yanagawa, CDM, is a direct-entry midwife and former president of the Midwives Association of Alaska

Rachel Ann Pugh, CPM, CDM is a licensed midwife and the former vice chair on the Alaska State Board of
Certified Direct-Entry Midwives.

Wednesday, 6:00pm
Meet in Person at
Everett's at The Mat-Su Resort

Via Zoom at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5415605940?pwd=ZFJWK1lZbnJSTHpaOGY1KzErbTlVdz09

Frequency of Change
This is the documentary filmed featuring Rotarian Erin. Seats are free but limited. Remember the Rotary's
theme this year: United for Good. Sign up soon so we can make a big Rotary presence at the showing, and
be united in our support for the efforts of so many people in recovery.

This is an award-winning documentarian teamed with local community members and Set Free Alaska staff
debut, The Frequency of Hope, a very special documentary celebrating the stories and journey of Set Free
Alaska. This special showing will be hosted in our new Bryce Ray Community Center. Limited seating, so
grab your seat today!

Thursday, August 21, 2025 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
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Project Update: Rotary Park
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Big Beaver Lake Needs a Big
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Susitna Rotary Ladies Night
Out

Why You Otta Lotto

Show & Tell

Save the Dates!

Birthdays

Hally L Marshall
July 23rd
Kathleen Frederick
July 27th
Andrew W Alldredge
July 29th
Amber A Glasser
August 15th
Robert Allan Grogan
August 17th

Wedding
Anniversaries

Christian M Hartley
July 23rd
Cindy Wellman
July 29th
Eric Wellman
July 29th
Joe Llewellyn
August 11th
Michelle Dawn Lackey
August 12th
Eddie Ezelle
August 14th
Adam Rein
August 17th

The Frequency of Hope
Bryce Ray Community Center
7010 E Bogard Rd, Wasilla, AK 99654

Looking Back to Hot Dog Day
President Kim was able to collect some photos from last week's service project for National Hot Dog Day.
She added that it was a nice turnout for the first annual Rotary Dog Days of Summer event. A huge amount
of thanks to everybody who participated with the setup, execution, and cleanup of this first annual event.
Special shout out to Brenda Hewitt, Hally Marshall, Lanissa Grogan, and Adam Rein for the heaviest lifting,
according to multiple people.

228 hot dogs were handed out; hot dogs that had been donated by Franz Bakery! Several people expressed
interest in membership and helping the club out.
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Hensens Come to Alaska, Courtesy Susitna Rotary
Susitna Rotary supported the Josh the Otter program by donating an Alaskan trip to the Josh Collingsworth
Foundation’s annual auction last year. The lucky bidders were Jeff and Kris Swenson of Lincoln, Nebraska.
Together with their 17-year-old daughter, Desi, they had a whirlwind 6 days in Alaska last week.

Thank you to Rob Grogan for coordinating the trip and the four families that hosted and took them on
various outings: Locations visited included Hatcher Pass, Talkeetna, Anchorage, Seward, and Wasilla.
Activities included flying, 4-wheeling, jet skiing, kayaking, a Kenai Fjords tour, and a train trip!

Hosts: Marty and Cheryl Metiva, Rob and Lanissa Grogan, Phil and Claire Horton, Tryg and Kim Erickson.

https://www.facebook.com/joshtheotter


Read More

Project Update: Rotary Park Playground
We cannot express how appreciative we are to Rotarian Jack for his support and help with the kid's play set
for Little Susitna Rotary Park. After the club purchased the play set for a very good price, Jack disassembled
it, cleaned every single component, and reassembled it in a newer, safer layout. We are waiting for some
items such as engineered wood chips and some border prep, after which this will be installed at the park
near Rosemary's Garden.

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=303769




Member Spotlight: Michelle Lackey
Rotarian Michelle "Lady Track Boss" Lackey has a reason to be proud, and we all have a reason to remind
her of this when we see her next! She was included in the 2025 Women of Power issue of Drag Illustrated
Magazine. Michelle mentioned that, for her, sharing pages with so many strong, fearless, and passionate
women in motorsports is truly humbling. She expressed gratitude to Drag Illustrated, Jessica Hicks Spears,
and Morgy Carter for shining a light on her story and Alaska Raceway Park — and for reminding everyone
that when you chase your dreams wide open, anything is possible.

"To every woman out there working hard, racing harder, and lifting each other up — this one’s for you,"
Michelle added at the end of her post sharing the information.

You can read it all at dragillustrated.com.

Big Beaver Lake Needs a Big Hero
Jack Timm brought the status of a life jacket loaner board in Big Lake to our attention. This board, at Big
Beaver Lake, has been neglected and is in dire need of rescuing, repair, and restock - and then careful and
consistent monitoring. We are looking for a volunteer to take over and adopt this board in the club name,
but it has to be someone who can routinely check on it.

If you are interested, please let President Kim know as soon as possible so we can move forward.

https://www.facebook.com/dragillustrated
https://www.facebook.com/AlaskaRacewayPark
http://dragillustrated.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExelh3cldMeDhUdjRSMHpMOAEe5jUIiQs2Wtuvf85Uq7Mgg9C03JR_OwSF8bEQ4gBotGM39i1tyTCb4kB8-W0_aem_tAydWp9UUGHr3R27QRII0A
http://dragillustrated.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExelh3cldMeDhUdjRSMHpMOAEe5jUIiQs2Wtuvf85Uq7Mgg9C03JR_OwSF8bEQ4gBotGM39i1tyTCb4kB8-W0_aem_tAydWp9UUGHr3R27QRII0A


Susitna Rotary Ladies Afternoon In

Sommer Miller has organized the First Annual Susitna Rotary Ladies Tea!

July 31, 2025
12pm - 2pm
$25 per person

You must RSVP by July 24th:https://evite.me/x2pSt7XaF8

You are welcome to dress up, wear a hat, gloves, etc. . However, it is not necessary. Seating is limited to
25. You can pay Sommer with cash or Venmo @Sommer-Miller-1 call/text 423-827-3787

Why You Otta Lotto
Lotto Alaska funds a large variety of nonprofits in Alaska with the net proceeds from the weekly lottery.

https://evite.me/x2pSt7XaF8?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdHZQck5UOG9QbGk4RndvNQEeFW2ANjXhwM27oPXGmvNOvbzVPdz7OmWU8HGS0bft5klRqaa0kiHScC4Xxts_aem_5ZZVSKzaL1o3nhc06aoOrg
https://www.facebook.com/LottoAlaska


Susitna Rotary was thrilled to received $58,168 from them to support our local community service projects
this year!

Show & Tell
Susitna Rotarians and friends are involved in many community activities.

If you have a community event you would like to promote, please email Erin Cruz and Christian Hartley so
that we can publicize it in the weekly slideshow (Erin) and weekly bulletin (Christian).

Date Event Location Contact for more info:

Sat, Aug
9, 2025

Texas Hold'Em
Alzeheimer's Assoc

Fundraiser
$100 Buy-in Per Person

Palmer Moose Lodge
Kevin Miller

kevin.miller@edwardjones.com
423-2531

Sat, Aug
16, 2025 Houston Founders Day Fire Station 9-1

Mile 57 Parks Hwy Christian Hartley
Sat, Sep
27, 2025 Mat-Su Safety Fair Curtis Menard Sports

Center Christian Hartley
Read More

Save the Dates!
Susitna Rotarians have lots of opportunities in the upcoming months to serve the community and have some
fun. Mark your calendars and stay tuned each week for more details as the various events unfold.

Download the 2025-26 Susitna Rotary Calendar

Jul 16 Wed
Alaska Rotary
Dog's Day of Summer
Free

Newcomb Park Pavilion
Wasilla Lake
5:00 - 7:00pm

Open to the community
Passing out free hot dogs
Share the flyer

Jul 31 Thu
First Annual Susitna Rotary
Ladies' Afternoon Tea
$25

3318 S Charming Valley Loop
Palmer, AK, 99645

RSVP to Sommer Miller by 7/24
call/text 423-827-3787
https://evite.me/x2pSt7XaF8

Aug 15 Fri Rotary Fellowship at the Fair
$30

Alaska State Fair
Opening Day

RSVP Jan Helfrich
907-355-9333
Download the flyer

Oct 11 Sat
"Around the World in 80 Days"
Wasilla Noon Rotary
Fundraiser

Curtis Menard Sports Center Stay tuned for details!

Nov 8 Sat The Rotary Foundation
Valley Club Fundraiser Evangelo's Stay tuned for details!

Nov 12 Wed
DG Marty Metiva presentation
Susitna Rotary
Update on District 5010

Everett's Club meeting

Nov 26 Wed Happy Thanksgiving NO MEETING
Dec 10 Wed Club Annual Meeting Everett's Election of officers

2026-2027
Dec 17 Wed Club Holiday Party TBD Stay tuned for details!
Dec 24 Wed Christmas Eve NO MEETING
Dec 26 Wed Kitchen Clean-up

Christmas Friendship Dinner Curtis Menard Sports Center Many hands make light work!
Dec 31 Wed New Year's Eve NO MEETING

Read More
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Club Leaders

Kimberly W. Erickson
President

Robert Allan Grogan
Club Service Projects-
Josh the Otter Chair

Samantha Jo
Waisanen
President-Elect

Samantha Shannon
France
Secretary

Erin Cruz
Treasurer

Hally L Marshall
Club Public Image
Chair

Cheryl L. Metiva
Club Director

Jack W. Timm
Past Presidents Chair
Club Director

Kathleen M. Timm
Attendance Secretary

Richard A. Cavens
Sergeant-at-Arms

Lanissa Grogan
Club Membership
Chair

Elinor T Hanley
Club Admin - meeting
PowerPoint

Christian M Hartley
Club Admin Chair

Brenda L. Hewitt
Club Service Projects
Chair

Josh Waisanen
Club Rotary
Foundation Chair

Teresa Blume
Club Programs Chair

Catherine Cheadle
Club Service Projects-
Trails

Wendy Gaynor Cucullu
Club Service Projects -
Literacy

Lynn Mitchell
Club Youth Exchange
Chair

Aaron Coman
iPast President

Mandy Mitchell
Club Fundraising Chair
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